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Monday, Sept.25 3:30 p.m. 
Scholar Space (301) Rod Library 
	
	
	
Sorry,	due	to	technical	errors,	no	transcript	of	this	meeting	is	available.	
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Comments	made	during	the	session	and	from	other	colleagues	regarding	
Emeritus	Requests	include	these:	
	
Jill	Uhlenberg	
	
Dr.	Zeitz	spoke	about	his	former	colleague,	Jill	Uhlenberg.	“I	have	known	Jill	Uhlenberg	for	25	
years.		We	met	at	Price	Laboratory	School	where	she	was	the	director	of	the	Child	Development	
Center.		She	did	an	incredible	job	there	as	a	leader	and	facilitator.	She	was	recognized	the	
National	Coalition	for	Coalition	for	Campus	Children’s	Centers	as	the	Director	of	the	Year	in	
2005.	When	she	moved	to	C&I,	she	became	the	coordinator	the	Early	Childhood	Education	
division.		Soon	she	became	the	department	head	for	Curriculum	and	Instruction.	Jill	was	a	fine	
example	of	“leading	through	serving.”		She	was	always	supporting	us	in	our	work	and	
challenging	us	to	expand	our	opportunities.		This	year	she	received	recognition	from	the	Iowa	
Association	for	Education	of	Young	Children.	
	
	
Dale	Olson	
	
Dr.	Kidd	spoke	about	his	physics	colleague	Dale	Olson,	with	whom	he	shared	an	office.	
Contrasting	their	workstyles,	Olson’s	high	levels	of	energy	and	organization,	and	Olson’s	
competitive	running.	Dr.	Kidd	commented	that	“I	think	Dale	Olson	has	done	more	after	the	age	
of	60”	than	most	individuals,	describing	him	as	a	“ball	of	energy.”	And	that	it	“was	amazing	to	
watch	him	work	with	students.”	Concluding,	Dr.	Kidd	said	of	Dr.	Olson,	“I	don’t	think	we’ve	seen	
the	last	of	him.”		
	
Rich	Vanderwall	
	
Drs.	Schraffenberger	commented	on	the	accomplishments	of	Languages	and	Literature	
colleague	Rich	Vanderwall,	which	included	his	co-founding	of	the	Cedar	Valley	Acoustic	Society.	
He	remarked	that	Dr.	Vanderwall,	coming	from	Price	Lab	School,	“was	really	dedicated	to	
teacher	outreach,”	and	added	that	a	meeting	where	Rich	Vanderwall	was	in	attendance	was	
bound	to	be	a	good	one.”		
	
Dr.	Zeitz	added,	“I	have	known	Rick	Vanderwall	for	25	years.	We	worked	together	at	Price	
Laboratory	School.		He	was	an	innovative	English	teacher	and	he	was	the	director	and	producer	
of	annual	dramatic	productions.		In	either	role,	I	admired	how	Rick	challenged	his	students	both	
in	and	out	of	the	classroom	to	accomplish	beyond	what	they	thought	they	could	do.		Rick	
changed	many	lives	throughout	his	teaching	career	and	I	am	glad	to	have	been	a	colleague	and	
friend.		
 
Comments	by	former	Department	Heads	of	the	Department	of	Languages	and	Literatures	
about	Rick	Vanderwall	upon	his	candidacy	for	Emeritus	status.	
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Jeff	Copeland:	
When	Rick	(Vanderwall)	came	to	the	department	from	the	Malcolm	Price	Laboratory	
School,	he	brought	with	him	a	wealth	of	knowledge	and	experience	that	enriched	the	
department	in	so	many	ways.		However,	most	important	of	all,	Rick	brought	along	his	love	and	
dedication	for	the	profession	--	and	enthusiasm	that	was	contagious.		He	was	a	wonderful	
colleague	and	friend	for	all,	and	continues	to	be	an	inspiration.		We	wish	him	the	very	best	in	
his	retirement.	
	
Julie	Husband:		
Rick	(Vanderwall)	volunteered	wherever	needed	and	offered	generous	and	insightful	
ways	of	improving	our	department	culture.	He	fostered	a	spirit	of	joy	and	creativity	in	his	
colleagues,	whether	partnering	in	recruitment	or	collaborating	on	a	new	course	for	the	TESS	
MA.	Rick	took	initiatives	on	behalf	of	our	department	that	made	it	a	better	place	for	everyone.	
He	traveled	to	New	Mexico,	for	instance,	to	become	a	part	of	the	Folger	National	Teaching	
Corp.,	returning	with	an	excellent	plan	for	enriching	our	contacts	with	teachers	across	Iowa.	He	
was	also	a	big	part	of	the	successful	effort	to	reach	out	to	members	of	our	community	through	
the	staged	reading	of	“Ma	Rainey’s	Black	Bottom,”	both	on	campus	and	at	the	Jubilee	United	
Methodist	Church.		He	also	devoted	considerable	effort	to	the	Teacher	Education	Strategic	
Initiative,	UNICoTE,	and	the	Graduate	Exam	Committee.		He	is	the	definition	of	a	great	bridge	
builder.		I	think	the	world	of	Rick--I	hope	he's	enjoying	a	well-earned	retirement!	
	
Kay Weller 
 
Interim	Associate	Provost	Pease	spoke	about	Kay	Weller,	as	he	was	Chair	of	the	Department	of	
Geography	where	Weller	served.	“Her	real	impact	is	the	impact	she	had	on	students,”	adding	
that	these	were	not	always	geography	students	because	“she	had	this	knack	for	finding	
students	who	were	struggling	and	connect	with	them	and	find	a	way	for	them	to	be	successful.”	
He	added,	“The	joke	was	that	she	was	everyone’s	firm	grandmother.”	For	example,	she	would	
shake	her	finger	at	them	when	they	did	something	wrong.”	Dr.	Pease	explained	that	at	the	
departmental	farewell	last	spring,	attendees	displayed	great	affection	and	admiration	for	
Weller.	
	
	
